General Secretary

Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland
67075 Strassbourg Cedex
Frankreich 
E-mail:private.office@coe.int
Fax:0033 388 412 799 

Dear General Secretary

On the 1st of March 2012 15 Kurdish women and men began an indefinite hunger strike in Strasbourg against the policies applied by the Turkish state against the Kurdish people.

Despite the fact that the Kurdish question is Turkey’s biggest problem it is yet to be solved in a peaceful manner. The main reason for this is that the Turkish state denies the 15 million strong Kurdish people their basic human rights and liberties. Due to the ongoing conflict thousands of Turks and Kurds have lost their lives. 

Both the Turkish and Kurdish people of Turkey want this problem to be solved peacefully and democratically. The most significant parties to such a solution seem to be the AKP government and the Kurdish leader Mr. Abdullah Ocalan. The fact that the AKP party are in government and that the Kurdish people accept Mr. Ocalan as their political leader makes this even more possible. Due to these known facts, over the past few years a dialogue and a process of negotiation had started between the Turkish state and Mr. Abdullah Ocalan, however, this process has now choked. Since the 27th of July 2011, Ocalan’s solicitors have been unable to meet with their client and during this time 36 of Mr. Ocalan’s solicitors have been arrested.  

Dear General Secretary,

The Kurdish people are worried that once again this problem is being attempted to be dealt with war and elimination. At this present time the only institution that can settle this worry is the CPT of the Council of Europe. 

We share this specific worry and demand that the CPT urgently visits the Island of Imrali and make the necessary statements to the public.

Dear Secretary General,

As the Secretary General of the European Council we call on you to put the Kurdish question in your agenda and deploy all means possible for a solution through dialogue. 

We respectfully hope you will recognise and fulfil our demands.

